
THAT’S ENTERTAINMENT
Releasing 18 consecutive UK Top 40
hits between 1977 and the end of
1982, The Jam made a huge impact
not only on the charts but on a
generation of music lovers. Little
wonder then that when Rick Buckler
put together The Gift in 2006 to play
The Jam’s material, it was met with a
warm welcome. 

The band also included Russell
Hastings and David Moore. In 2007,
Bruce Foxton joined the group, at
which point the name was changed
to From The Jam.

Touring prolifically and recording the
albums ‘Back In The Room’ and
‘Smash The Clock’ (released as
Bruce Foxton, and featuring Paul
Weller playing on some tracks), From
The Jam continue to keep the music
and Mod culture alive. Having
previously included Big Country’s
Mark Brzezicki on drums, the band’s
current line-up comprises of Bruce
Foxton (Bass), Russell Hastings
(Guitar/Lead Vocals), Mike Randon
(Drums) and Andy Fairclough
(Hammond Organ). 

I caught up with Bruce Foxton and
Russell Hastings shortly after they
had finished their set at the Jack Up
The 80s festival.

How does performing today compare
with back in the Eighties?
Bruce: “Well, I think we’re better at it!
Festivals and The Jam … it’s not
something we’ve ever been that
comfortable with. It’s a learning curve,
and I think it’s taken us this long to get it
right. It’s a different environment to being
in a theatre, playing to however many’s
here today, so you’ve got to try and work
at it.”

Have you got a favourite track you
like to perform?
Russell: “No, that changes daily. It
changes all the time. Strange Town’s a

great track. We didn’t play it tonight.
They’re all great tracks, but sometimes I’ll
dig my teeth into something and think
‘Yeah, great’.”
Bruce: “It changes day to day, and from
gig to gig really. It’s an easy out, but I love
playing them all.”

So, what did you enjoy playing most
today?
Bruce: “Well, just the whole gig … I think
it’s been fantastic. Beat Surrender, we
haven’t played that for a while, so it’s
kinda like fresh because it’s had a bit of a
rest. A lot of songs have been in the set
for a while, so it was good to play it.”

How do the retro festivals compare
with From The Jam gigs?
Russell: “They’re slightly different,
they’re less intense … happier. They’re
sort of easier in a way because not
everyone out there has come to see us,
so you’ve just got to go out there and do
what you do, to try and win everybody
over because they’ve come to see other
people as well. At our gigs, they’ve come
to see us and you’ve got to live up to
something. Do you know what I mean?
We can have a lot of fun at these, ‘cause
the sun’s out. We have a lot of fun at the
festivals. They’re good.”

You were a big fan of The Jam,
Russell, so how does it feel to be
fronting From The Jam?
Russell: “It’s incredible … such great
songs. The energy of the songs, I think
that never dies. I’ve been doing it for ten
or twelve years, something like that, but
it’s always exciting … and we’re very
fortunate … me and Bruce often say …
you know, we’re outside Sydney Opera
House and we’re having dinner out there
… we are dead lucky. Or we’re on Bondai
Beach or in New York or Singapore, Abu
Dhabi, Dubai … it’s great, really good.
Tonight’s been a real buzz as well.”

To be accepted by The Jam’s fans
must have felt good?

Russell: “Absolutely, really good from the
beginning. They were really kind to me
right from day one.”

Why do you think The Jam’s music
has endured?
Bruce: “I think they’re great songs. I
know that sounds conceited, doesn’t it
really? I just think they’re great songs,
they’ve stood the test of time. You hear
them on the radio, they still sound
fantastic. We had something to say, the
lyrics were good … they meant
something to a lot of people, and I think
that’s why.”
Russell:“Because they were fantastic
songs [that had] the energy of the time
… and politically I think there was a lot
going on at the time. There was a hell of a
lot going on really, and Paul [Weller] was
very clever with his lyrics, but he didn’t
feel like he was clever, you know. I spoke
to Paul about his lyrics … we’ve spoken
many times about that sort of stuff. Paul
sang about everybody’s day-to-day lives,
and then people identified with it and the
band. The Jam sang about people’s lives
… Saturday’s kids, council houses, V-
neck shirts, baggy trousers and so on.
Going Underground with all the rockets
and guns, and Eton Rifles with what was
going on with the Tories and the Labour
Party. Also, they were great at writing
amazing, lovely tunes that people felt …
and I think it’s been a long time since a
band’s come along and done that sort of
thing.”

What was the first record you ever
bought?
Russell: “Ob-la-di Ob-la-da.
[Marmalade]”
Bruce: “Dave Edmunds, I think … I Hear
You Knocking. Only ‘cause I really liked
the radio kind of miked voice that Dave
Edmunds had. It’s just an effect really, but
I hadn’t heard vocals like that [Bruce then
sings part of the song] … “you went
away and left me long time ago” … That
was a good song.”

Who were your musical influences?
Bruce: “Probably a lot of Motown, The
Beatles, obviously The Who … and bands
like Dr Feelgood.”

Is there anything you miss about the
Eighties?
Bruce: “No, I’m just living for the day, you

know. I mean, I’m that much
older now and a lot of things
happen to you in life … the
ups and downs … but, touch
wood, we’re enjoying it now so
don’t look backwards.”
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1985
Sinclair C5 launched
The brainchild of Sir Clive
Sinclair, the battery-powered
tricycle was launched on 10th
January. Developed as an
alternative form of transport for
commuters, the C5 failed to
achieve commercial success, but
can now boast of cult status.
**************************
Miners returned to work
Almost a year after it began,
with a walkout at Cortonwood
Colliery, the Miners’ Strike
ended on 3rd March. The bitter
trade union dispute affected
thousands of families, and left
shattered communities up and
down the country. The defeat of
the NUM (National Union of
Mineworkers) greatly
diminished the power of the
trade union movement,
ultimately changing the face of
British politics.
**************************
Live Aid concert
The show that rocked the world
began at midday on 13th July,
when Status Quo kicked off
proceedings at Wembley
Stadium. The dual venue event
included performances at JFK
Stadium, Philadelphia. Thanks
to a transatlantic flight on
Concorde, Phil Collins holds the
unique status of having played at
both sites during the fundraiser.
**************************

Disaster struck football
Nearing the end of the first half
of a league match between
Bradford City and Lincoln City,
on 11th May, fire broke out at
the Valley Parade Stadium. 
The blaze quickly took hold,
claiming the lives of 56
spectators and injuring 225.
Further tragedy hit football later
that month on 29th May, at
Belgium’s Heysel Football
Stadium, ahead of the European
Cup Final between Liverpool
and Juventus. Following
hostility between both sets of
fans on the terraces, Liverpool
supporters breached the ‘neutral
zone’ separating both sides. The
ensuing crush, as spectators
attempted to escape the fighting,
led to the collapse of a concrete
retaining wall. More than 600
people were injured and 39
killed in what many at the time
considered to be football’s
darkest hour. The disaster led to
UEFA banning English clubs
from European competition.
**************************
Route 66 closed 
One of America’s original
highways, the famous ‘Mother
Road’ running from Chicago to
California was established in
1926. The emergence of the
Interstate, coupled with high
maintenance costs, saw the
iconic route being
decommissioned on 27th June.

**************************
Gorbachev headed the
Soviet Union
Following the death of
Konstantin Chernenko, Mikhail
Gorbachev was elected by the
Politburo to take over leadership
of the USSR. His policies of
glasnost (openness) and
perestroika (restructuring)
resulted in change within the
communist country, and
improvement with its
relationship with the West,
eventually leading to the end of
the Cold War.
**************************
Rainbow Warrior was
sunk 
As Greenpeace’s flagship made
its way to Morura, the site of
planned French nuclear testing,
it exploded off the coast of
Auckland, New Zealand. The
cause of the explosion, on 10th
June, was found to be two limpet
bombs planted under the vessel
by French Intelligence Service
agents. They were later found
guilty of the manslaughter of
photographer Fernando Pereira,
who had been below deck and
drowned in the ensuing flooding.
**************************
Garry Kasparov
triumphed
The Russian Grandmaster
became the youngest ever player
to hold the title of World Chess

Champion when, at the age of 22,
he beat reigning champion Anatoly
Karpov on 9th November.
**************************
Microsoft Windows 1.0
released 
The first ever version of the
software was launched, as a device
driver for MS-DOS, on 20th
November.
**************************
We said a final goodbye to:
Gary Holton, Laura Ashley, Noele
Gordon, Orson Welles, Rock
Hudson, Wilfred Brambell and 
Yul Brynner. 

**************************
UK Chart Toppers included:
Paul Hardcastle 
- 19
Madonna 
- Into The Groove
Sister Sledge 
- Frankie
Philip Bailey & Phil Collins 
- Easy Lover
Elaine Paige & Barbara Dickson 
- I Know Him So Well
Jennifer Rush 
- The Power of Love
Midge Ure 
- If I Was
Feargal Sharkey 
- A Good Heart.

**************************
Top Films included:
My Beautiful Laundrette, 
Back To The Future, 
Teen Wolf, Out of Africa, 
Desperately Seeking Susan, 
The Jewel of The Nile, 
Cocoon, Letter To Brezhnev, 
Commando, 
A Room With A View, 
The Goonies, 
The Breakfast Club, 
St. Elmo’s Fire, 
A View To A Kill, Rocky IV, 
and The Color Purple.
**************************
Rear of The Year:
Lynsey De Paul
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The Untrendy
Teenager’s
Thoughts on...
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20th January, 1984 
Watched Grange Hill. Jeremy’s dead!
He got drowned after messing about
in the swimming pool. It was quite
shocking and poor Zammo looked
distraught at the end. Felt sorry for Mr
Baxter too.

24th March
Watched Fraggle Rock. It was good.
Can’t wait ‘til next week. It’s the best
programme on telly. So are Shroud
For A Nightingale, Dr Who and It Ain’t
Half Hot Mum. Love the bit at the end
where one of the Indian men is
singing ‘Land of hope and glory,
mother of the free’ and then the
Sergeant Major shouts: “SHUT
UPPPPPPP!!!!”

9th August
Saw TOTP. Frankie were, I think,
having a bit of a laugh this week
because Ped and Mark had swapped
places. Holly went into the crowd and
this stupid tart was hanging round
him. Still, it won’t do her any good.
Ped and Mark were dancing back to
back and trying not to laugh. It was
really good. Holly also tore up a copy
of The Sun, which was ace.

30th August 
TOTP included Depeche Mode with
Master And Servant, which is ace

(Dave Gahan was wiggling his bum
like nobody’s business) and The
Smiths. Their song is called – wait for
it – William It Was Really Nothing. I
ask you! Morrissey didn’t have a tree
growing out of his pocket this time,
but at one point he bared his chest
(?!) on which was written MARRY
ME. No, thanks!  After that, Mike
Smith did the same and it said WE
LOVE THE SMITHS! Huh!

19th September 
Black Adder is the 2nd best
programme I’ve ever seen – after The
Young Ones, of course. Even Mum
and Dad like it. In the Letters page of
Smash Hits, someone fancied Rowan
Atkinson.

11th October 
Oh dear, I’m depressed about Black
Adder ending. I don’t even have a pic
of Rowan. If I had a video, I’d always
save one episode of The Young Ones
and Black Adder.

20th November 
That silly cow Chaka Khan is still No. 1
and D’ran have dropped to No. 3. Oh
Chaka, how dare you? Still, Limahl
has gone up to 4, and Nik to 5. Lots of
new entries, including Nick Heyward
and TINA TURNER! Any chart with
her in was bound to be bad.

4th December 
I’m nearly crying as I write this. Why?
The charts. Frankie have done it. The
Power of Love is No 1. I’m so
emotional right now! Other chart
positions: Limahl 10, Duran 19.
Although Frankie may not be there
long, at least they’ve got their three
No. 1s. Band Aid, rather surprisingly,
haven’t made it yet. Also, a danger is
Paul Macca’s one, which is up to 9
from 39. But I still think Band Aid will
do it. 

11th December 
The telly is being hit by interferences
which completely spoiled Whistle
Test, which had Tony Hadley, Gary
Kemp, Andy and Roger on talking
about Band Aid. Yes folks, you’ve
guessed it – it’s No. 1 by miles, has
broken just about every record and is
completely FAB. About the only
record I wouldn’t mind pushing
Frankie off. Actually, Frankie are No.
3. New entry at No. 2 is Wham! This
had better not be No. 1. I do like
Wham! but they don’t deserve
another one yet. The song is ACE but
I’d much rather have Band Aid for
Christmas No. 1 as it’s such a good
cause. Also, all the pop stars were
friendly – typical for the Season of
Goodwill.

5th February, 1985 
The charts are complete CRAP.
Prince is down to 5, Ghostbusters to
25, Foreigner to 3, and yes folks, you
guessed it, No. 1 is Elaine Paige and
Barbara Dickson! This is the final cruel
blow. However, there is a new entry
from Howard Jones, which has
redeemed it a bit, but honestly, having
I Know Him So Well for my birthday
No. 1! At least Foreigner could have
hung on!

19th February 
Tremendous excitement! The much
talked about EastEnders starts
tonight. People have been going on
about it all day. I’m watching it,
especially as there’s a boy on the front
cover of the Radio Times who looks
just like Damon! [from Brookside –
this turned out to be Ian Beale]
LATER: Watched EastEnders. It’s
ACE! Perhaps it won’t be as big as
Corrie or Brookside (not Brookside,
anyway) but ace. I like one called Ali,
but his wife Sue is a cow. 

24th February
Spitting Image was ace. There’s been
a row over whether to show a puppet
of the Queen Mother. At the end,
Spitting Image said they didn’t make
one and denied everything, then
suddenly one popped up and said,
“Oh, what a pity! I was SO looking
forward to it!”  

10th April
Got up and looked to see if the new
charts were on Teletext yet but they
weren’t, so I watched Battle of The
Planets, which was quite funny as
there was that stupid robot 7-Zark-7
pacing up and down. At that point,
Auntie Pam popped her head round
the door and exclaimed, “Ah, I see
you’re getting your morning dose of
culture!”

7th July 
I’m not watching any more
Wimbledon. It’s too nerve racking!
Boris, who I’m developing a massive
crush on, has made history by
winning the first set 6-4, but was 1-0
down in the second set.
4.50pm: BORIS IS UP 2 SETS TO 1.
5.23pm: Boris has just been at

championship point and lost. I could
kill him!
5.40pm: History has been made!
YES, BORIS WON! 6-4, 6-7, 7-6, 6-4!
I just cried! It’s like a fairytale. I can’t
even think straight. Well done, mein
Liebling!

6th October 
Record to watch out for: Take On Me
by A-Ha (a very dishy Norway group).

5th November 
Ros and I are seriously considering
giving up on the charts. Well, Echo &
The Bunnymen going down could be
lived with, but Jennifer Rush at No. 1
for the FIFTH WEEK is rather a lot
worse – but there’s worse! –
ARCADIA ARE DOWN TO 10! It can’t
be right. 

17th July, 1985
Why did this have to happen to
Bobby? Just as he and Pam were
getting back together! Katherine is a
bitch and I hope she suffered before
she died. Everyone, including JR, was
crying round the bed. Bobby was
sobbing ‘Look after Christopher and
Charlie. I love you all.’ Miss Ellie fell
into Clayton’s arms, Donna and Ray
patched up their marriage at once by
just crying on each other. Tears were
running down JR’s face as he cried
‘Bobby, don’t leave me!’ Then the
machine showing heartbeats went in
a straight line. Everyone went “No,
NO!” but he was dead.

3rd October 
In EastEnders they kept the suspense
really well, even though all the papers
had said it already. Michelle phoned
someone, then it just happened that
Den, Ali, Tony and Andy all got phone
calls. They also all set off somewhere
at the same time. Anyway, Michelle
was waiting, this pair of feet got out of
the car and opened the back door…
to let out Roly the dog. The papers
were, for once, right. It was Den. They
talked for a while and agreed that she
should keep the baby. I felt really sorry
for Den. He was almost in tears when
he walked away.

9th December 
Ethel from EastEnders was on Wogan 

tonight, plus Willie the pug, who I now
totally regret not putting for my ‘Most
Very Horrible Thing’ in the Smash Hits
poll. 

22nd December 
What I must say right now is that I’ve
just realised that it’s our first
Christmas with the EastEnders, and
they’re all really festive! I watched the
repeat. There were loads of carol
singers, and Den got in a right mood
and threatened to cancel Christmas
unless the Queen Vic till thief was
found. Then he went out and shouted
at the carol singers, who ignored him,
and it ended with one of those looks
that only he can do. In spite of all this,
I have a shock announcement – I
think I’m in love with him! He’s just so
funny. I still like Ali best, but Den is
ACE! Meanwhile, even Dot had a
drink and Roly kept getting entangled
in the Christmas tree. There were two
close-ups of Willie. Urgh! That’s
enough from Albert Square for now.

Television, Top of The
Pops and The Charts
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Across The Pond to 

Nu Shooz
Back performing live
after a 25 year hiatus,
and with the release of
their new album ‘Bag
Town’ earlier this year,
Nu Shooz have been busy
in 2016. 
With performances
alongside A Flock of
Seagulls, Wang Chung
and Cutting Crew for the
U.S. ‘Lost 80s Tour’, in
addition to a variety of
gigs throughout the
States, John Smith and
Valerie Day took time out
from touring to answer a
few questions.

****************************
How does it feel to be back
recording and performing?
Valerie: “We’re having the time of
our lives. The Eighties are better the
second time around.
John: “There’s way less stress, way
more enjoyment.”

****************************
Is there anything you miss
about the 80s?
John: “One of the exciting things
about the 80s was all that drum
machine, sampler technology was
new. So, I think we all loved how fake
stuff sounded, how crisp and brittle it
all sounded. We were thrilled by that.
If I miss anything, I think I miss the
newness of that. When that was new, it
was so exciting … and there were
about half as many people on Earth
then, so we had the field more to
ourselves.

Valerie: “I was thinking that I do
miss being able to tour with our whole
band. The dates we’re doing are really
fun. I wouldn’t give them up for
anything, but I always wish that we
had a few more people with us on the
road. Our band played so much, and
we were so tight. It’s hard to recreate
that when you’re not gigging every
night. But on the other hand, I don’t
miss being in the tour van for 70 days
at a stretch. There was no alone time!”

****************************
What have your gigs this year
been like?
Valerie: “Really good. We’re lucky
that we get to do a variety of things.
We’re on some shows with dance acts
like Lisa Lisa, Exposé and those kinds
of acts, and then we’re also on some
tours this Fall with A Flock of Seagulls,
the New Wave 80’s thing. So, it’s a
real combination … and we have an
eight piece band that we do shows
around town [Portland, Oregon] with,
so it’s not just the hits. We get to go
deeper into our catalogue and just
have fun.”
John: “The combination of the two is
just perfect, it’s great.

****************************
Your single ‘I Can’t Wait’
reached Number 2 in the UK
charts in 1986. Have you any
plans to celebrate the 30th
anniversary of its release?
Valerie: “We’re celebrating all year
long!”
John: “All the local media went
crazy. Every TV station and
newspaper came up to the house, and
wanted to talk about the 30th
anniversary of ‘I Can’t Wait’ because
it’s sort of like winning the basketball

championship or something. You
know, we won the 1986
championship.”

****************************
Were you tempted to release
an updated version of the
track?
Valerie: “We did an unplugged
version. We recorded it in 2006 for the
twentieth anniversary of the single.
That version is really cool. We slowed
it down, lowered the key and re-
recorded it using all acoustic
instruments and jazz musicians that I’d
been playing with since we put Nu
Shooz to bed all those years ago. We
really loved how it turned out, so we
made a whole record with those
musicians, and new material that’s
called ‘Pandora’s Box’. That was
created ten years ago, and ‘Pandora’s
Box’ was released in 2010. It’s still one
of our favourite projects because it’s so
out there, compared to all the other
dance music and R&B tracks that
we’ve done.

****************************
What about taking the track in
the other direction, maybe
with a rap or electronic
sound?
John: “No, we’re jazz people.”
Valerie: “Mann and 50 Cent did the
best job of that.” 
John: “Buzzin’.”
Valerie:“That was one of our
favourite versions ever. They took it
and brought it into the 2000s, into the
new century.”
John: “They wrote new sections for
it, and the message was really positive.
It was really as good as anybody could
do.”

Who are your musical
influences?
John: “Really eclectic influences, from
old Blues guys to Leon Russell and
Carole King, and Latin guys. We started
out in Latin bands, so I got really
hooked on horns from playing in a
Latin band. And Hendrix, of course,
Coltrane, Charlie Parker, that kind of
stuff. For fun, I guess Chic and Rick
James. 
Valerie: “Nile Rodgers we should add
to that list, and Johnny ‘Guitar’ Watson
… Aretha Franklin, Gladys Knight and
Esperanza Spalding. She came out of
Jazz. She’s a bass player and a
wonderful singer.

****************************
The inspiration for ‘Bag Town’
came when, struggling with a
creative block, John idly began
creating puppets from the
leftover lunch bags in his
studio. Before long, he had
made a whole town of buildings
and bag people, and the music
was quick to follow.

****************************
Do you think fun is the key to
unlocking creativity?
John: “We had so much fun making
‘Bag Town’, from the first note to the
last it was just fun. We set out to have
fun, and we did. We came to love the
bag people. They got names.”
Valerie: “We finally took them off the
piano … and I go in the studio now and
go ‘Where are they?’ [sighs] But we’re
going to bring them back for the video,
and they will be immortalised even
more. We’re going to create an actual
bag town, where we’re animated within
it.”

****************************
What is your favourite track on
‘Bag Town’?
Valerie: ‘Your Perfect Day’ is probably
one of my favourite tracks. I think the
background vocals on it are really
beautiful, and something about it too …
when things are really bad, where would
you go in your imagination? What
would your perfect day be? It’s
overwhelming sometimes, to be able to
go to your perfect day in your mind.

John: “It was an actual game that we
used to play. I drove my son to school
every morning. It was drizzly … we’d
get up and the damp was sticking knives
in you, and I’d turn to him and say “So,
what would your perfect day be right
now?” We actually did this every day,
so it was a great thing to write a song
about it. My favourite tracks are ‘The
Real Thing’, which a lot of work went
into, and ‘Tell Me A Lie’, which I love
playing live.”

****************************
Going back to the 80s for the
last question. What was your
worst fashion mistake of the
decade?
Valerie: “There were so many! I think
the giant shoulder pads. Then, I had a
friend who was a hairdresser in Beauty
School. She’s the one responsible for
my blonde hair, which was fine, but she
also tried to perm it with a cap, where
you pull the hair through. It just fried
the whole thing! I tried to get the
brassiness out, by using this shampoo
that’s supposed to tone down the
brassiness, but it was for brunettes not
blondes. So, I turned my hair splotchy
pink. I wish I had photos of it.”
John: “I’m glad you don’t! I always
thought shoulder pads were ridiculous.
You know, people were putting them in
t-shirts then, and it just looked horrible.
I kinda went psychedelic hippy. My
worst fashion mistake, and still I’ll be
driving and I think of this and I just
kinda shudder. If you look at what I was
wearing on Top of The Pops, it’s just
horrible and nobody told me.
Valerie: “Was that the pink suit?”
John: “It was pink something, but the
hat was all bad too …”
Valerie: “You rocked pink though, I
just have to say, better than I ever did.”
John: “It’s not your colour.” [laughs]
Valerie: “His look was always better
than mine at that time.”
John: “Yeah, independent. It was
kinda like the Emperor’s new clothes …
I could see that completely sucks.
Women in big football pads, you know,
that’s not good. My conscience is
relatively clear except for Top of The
Pops.”
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Steve Blacknell’s
Top 10 Music Videos
On July 13th 1985, television
presenter Steve Blacknell
became part of 80’s pop
history, when he interviewed
Phil Collins.  The interview
took place on Concorde,
during the transatlantic flight
which allowed the singer to
perform at both Live Aid
venues; London’s Wembley
Stadium and John F. Kennedy
Stadium, Philadelphia. Steve
also has the accolade of
being Europe’s first VJ, so
who better to tell us his
favourite 80’s music videos?

****************************

“I Ran” - A Flock of
Seagulls 
I saw this quirky quartet
supporting Bette Bright at The
Venue in London in 1981.  They
wore bright yellow jumpsuits and
looked weird … and that hair! For
no apparent reason, "I Ran" stuck
out a mile and I, in turn, 'ran' to my
new boss at Jive Records, raving
that it was a Top Ten record in the
USA. We signed them and it went
to Number 9! The video is not the
best in the world, but it always
reminds me that you have to reach
out for those special moments.

****************************

“Red Skies” - The Fixx
As co-host of the BBC music arts
show Riverside, we had a bit of a
say in getting bands on the show.
I knew and adored this band from
the word go, and I battled like fury
to get them on the show - and

eventually won!  They played this
on the show and, for me, the video
still stands up today. The Fixx are
still my favourite rock band of all
time, and are still creating amazing
music.

****************************

“Grass” - XTC
This band could and should have
been the 80's Beatles. This video,
in reverse motion, is pure LSD.
"Laying on the grass my heart it
flares like fire. The way you slap
my face just fills me with desire".
Andy Partridge always conducted
the proceedings - a crazed cross
between mad professor and
reticent superstar! A true genius.

****************************

“Dirty Creature” - Split Enz
Despite being their record
company PR man, I would follow
'The Enz' up and down the UK in
my own time. Live, they’re bizarre
and a total revelation. My wife and
I played this video non-stop. It's
addictive and wonderfully put
together, as well as showing a
chart band in their true colours.
When they split up, Tim and Neil
took me for lunch, and Neil
revealed his new band ... Crowded
House. I stifled a laugh.  ‘You must
be joking,’ I thought. ‘What a name
for a band!’

****************************

“Heart of Lothian” –
Marillion
There have been a few bands here
and there who have divided their
fan base, i.e. you liked early

Beefheart or the later stuff. Fish
and Co. were another, as in the
Genesis conundrum. I loathed the
latter and adored Marillion. So, I
was thrilled to bits to have a
cameo in this pub-based epic
shoot, thrown out by Sir John
Otway and Glynn Edwards from
"Minder".  With more eyeliner than
Dusty Springfield and higher than
the highest kite, I was in heaven!

****************************

“Once In A Lifetime” -
Talking Heads
Another hero of mine, David
Byrne, ascends to another level of
craziness in this anarchic clip. Just
him, a white screen, and a suit.  I
was flabbergasted when I first saw
this in 1980, and was drawn into
his world of absurd physicality. I
would remember and duplicate his
wacky ways when I got my own
MTV USA show four years later,
jumping and gyrating like a man
possessed, while up top … a
talking head!

****************************

“Take On Me” - A-Ha
Directed by the genial Steve
Barron, this featured the then
amazing new sketch technique of
‘Rotoscoping’.  I had to interview
him for MTV at the time, and was,
as many were, just amazed at its
visual impact.  A few weeks later, I
did the band’s first ever TV
interview (for Children's BBC) in
the lounge of my Shepherd's Bush
flat. I became a huge fan, and felt
positively ugly alongside them
whenever we met. That pretty and
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that talented ... it made me sick!

****************************

“Hold Me Now” - The
Thompson Twins
I worked with the band from the
very start, as their "pet"
interviewer. Although not one of
the world’s greatest videos, it
sends me back to those wonderful
times.  When they got an encore at
a BBC "Sight And Sound"
broadcast, Tom got up and told
everyone they would have to hang
on a bit whilst they wound back the
backing tapes,  so they could sing
the song again. Marvellous!

****************************

“Like A Hurricane” - Neil
Young & Crazy Horse
This incredible 1986 version of a
song released almost a decade
before just sends shivers up and
down my spine. The energy and
intensity of the band is infectious.
Having known my good lady wife
for four decades, we have always
differed in our musical tastes.
However, we both agree that this
particular version is going to be
played at both our funerals.  It's
very, very special to us, and that
searing opening guitar reduces us
to pulp. Incredible.

****************************

“Relax” - Frankie Goes To
Hollywood
My mate Bob Johnson bought the
original video of this round to my
seedy North London flat. He was
looking after them, and I was jaw-
struck! The Amazing Leather Pets
were in cages above, and the band
looked SO brave and crazed. I
tried to get it on my BBC
"Riverside" show but it was
deemed too rude, so my chums on
"The Tube" snapped it up. Thanks
to my mucker Mike Read, it did
rather well, but it has to be said, it
would never have made the impact
it did without the genius of Trevor
Horn at the helm.


